
James Paterson, Master Mariner 

 Another Paterson in Gaspe around 1800 emerges from the pages of history:  James 

Paterson, Master Mariner, and Commander of the Government Schooner St. Lawrence., 

   In a land claim before the Gaspe Land Commission in 1819, Robert Simpson asked for 

title to lots of land #34, 35 and 36 on the North West Arm of Gaspe Bay (present day Peninsula).  

Simpson claimed he had occupied the lots in question for 12 years and that he purchased the land 

from a James Paterson. In the same claim, it is stated that Paterson purchased the lands from a 

Josiah Whitley in1801.1   

 



Whitley had obtained the land in a claim before the Gaspe Land Board in 1790.2 

 Questions have arisen.  Who was this James Paterson?  Was he a relative of the Paterson 

family already settled in the area? Very little evidence has been found.  

  A ship manifest from 1802 shows that Paterson was a Captain and that he was in Gaspee 

in August of that year. 3  The name of the ship is not recorded. 

 

 

  The only other evidence that has been found is the death certificates of both James and his wife 

Martha.  They show that he was the Commander of the Government Schooner St. Lawrence.  

James died in 1812 and his wife in 1815.  Both were buried in the cemetery of St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church, Quebec City.4  



 

 

 

 

 The congregation, known as the Scottish Congregation, was founded in 1759, by Scottish 

settlers in Quebec, including members of the 78th Fraser Highlanders.  Construction on the 

church began in 1807 and was completed in 1810.5  The fact that both James and Martha were 



buried in the Scottish cemetery indicates that both were natives of Scotland or were of Scottish 

origin. Could this be evidence of a family connection to John Paterson, Pioneer of the York 

River, and a native of Scotland?  Did James have any contact with the Paterson family living in 

Gaspe at that time? It seems likely. We know that he bought land in 1801 but we do not know if 

he was present at Gaspe that year.  We do know that he was there in August of 1802.  With so 

few permanent settlers in the Gaspe Bay area at that time, it seems likely that he did have some 

interaction with John Paterson, among others.  

  

 
1 LAC Minutes of the Legislative Council of Lower Canada 
2 BAnQ  
3 BAnQ  
4 Drouin Collection Registry of St. Andrew’s Church 1812, 1815 
5 Wikepedia 


